he importance of Pennsylvania’s publications such as the Democratic Watch-

role in the Civil War cannot be man as editor and part owner Peter Gray
denied. Over 360,000 soldiers, Meek expressed his deep opposition for the
including 8,600 African Americans, fought Republicans, the President, and for the con-

for the preservation of the Union while valu-  tinuation of the War. His position was

able resources such as iron, steel, and agri- shared by those living in the “German

Centre County

Commonwealth had a direct AND THE national issues that led to the
Civil War.

CIVIL WAR The soldiers and their

families felt the greatest

cultural products helped to Townships” of southern Cen-

sustain the etfort. Those along tre County where their feel-
the southernmost part of the ings of alienation echoed the
view of war through battles,

the destruction of property,

and Confederate occupation.

While Centre Countians did not experience effect as sons, fathers, brothers and hus-

the Civil War in the same direct fashion, bands faced the perils of war first hand and
their lives were atfected on every level. related it to their loved one’s back home.
A mix of opposing political viewpoints Their absence resulted in shitting responsi-

became one of the characteristics of life dur-  bilities and economic difficulties as those

ing the War. The town of Bellefonte was the  left behind struggled to work the farms,

home of Governor Andrew Gregg Curtin, a maintain the businesses, and continue with
Republican and dedicated supporter ot a life that was uncertain, all for reasons that

Abraham Lincoln. It was also the location of =~ were not always clear to them.

large iron furnace operations and a commu- While much has been written about Cen-
nity of free African Americans people that tre County’s Civil War military history, it is a
comprised 9% of the population, several of part of a larger story, which the Centre

whom joined the U.S. Colored Troops when  County Historical Society explores in this
they were formed in 1863. Outspoken voices  special exhibit, Centre County and the Civil

about the war and related issues emerged in War.

Please note that some of the language and content of the time may be offensive to some visitors.

The Centre County Historical Society has tried to remain faithful to the period so that we may convey the issues with accuracy.




NATIONAL

y the time this announce-
ment appeared in a special
edition of the Charleston

cited the Constitution which
recognized slaves as a form of

property, and denounced the
power of a common govern-
ment to elevate the citizen-

ship of “persons who by the

Mercury on December

20, 1860, tensions CHARLESTON
between the North

and South had been M n R c U B Y
building for decades. EXTRA:

The issue of slavery,
and its future in the
westward expansion

Mmﬁmﬂydll&odock,!’.ﬂ December
20¢h, 1

AN ORDINANCE

To dissolve the Union between the State of Sowth Caroling and
other States wnited with her wnder the compact entitled “ The
Consgtifution of the United States of Jdmerica

wrwqugw Carcling, in Convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and
is hereby declored and ordatned,

supreme law of
the land are
incapable of
becoming citi-
zens.” By April
of 1861 South
Carolina was fol-
lowed by Geor-

That the Ordinance sdopted b n Convention, on the y-third day of May, in the
yoar of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and sl,ghlyeimn, 'Imrolr_v the t‘.olul'.illllio'n of the
United States of America was ratified, and also, all Acts and parts of Acts of the General
Assombly of this State, ratifying amendments of the said Constitu
nod that the B now suba utlng between Bouth Caroline and other

“The United States of America,” in bereby dissolved.

THE
Is

of the United States,
deeply divided the

two very different

tion, are hereby repoaled;
States, under the nume of

halves of the nation.

In their Declaration
of Secession of 1860,
white Southerners

A geographical line has been drawn across the
Union, and all the States north of that line have
united in the election of a man to the high office
of President of the United States, whose opin-
ions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to
be entrusted with the administration of the
common Government, because he has
declared that that “Government can-
not endure permanently half slave,
half free,” and that the public mind
must rest in the belief that slavery is in
the course of ultimate extinction.

— Excerpt from the Declaration of Secession,
South Carolina, 1860

A

DINSOLVED!

gia, Florida,
Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Louisiana
and Texas to
form the Confed-
erate States of America,
with its own elected and
independent govern-
ment.

If the South were
allowed to secede, the
Union could not prevent
future dissidents from

doing the same, jeopardizing
democracy in America. In his emer-
gency address to Congress on July
4th 1861, Abraham Lincoln asked,
“must a government of necessity, be
too strong for the liberties of its
own people, or too weak to main-
tain its own existence?”

Calvert Lithograph and Engraving Co. “The Sunny South, 1883 (Library of Congress)

On Friday April 12 1861 the opening shot of the Civil War was fired from Fort Johnson to Fort Sumter South Carolma

LocAL

n Centre County, Democrats

supported the property rights

of the Southern slave-owner
fearing that any change in the Con-
stitution would weaken it; while the
Whig/Know-Nothing/Republicans of
the County viewed the actions of
the Confederate states as illegal. The
preservation of the Union became
their motivation for going to war,
and they would embrace the oppor-
tunity to enforce their beliefs. Eth-
nic and economic differences

helped to turther divide the County

into pro-war/antiwar fac-

tions which created a high- That the preservation of the

ly charged atmosphere. Government of the United States

Regardless of political and the restoration of authority

throughout the length and

affiliation, few considered
breadth of the land is the grand

abolition a legitimate cause

for war. This attitude was
reaffirmed when it was rel-
egated to a “question of
minor importance and a
side-issue” in an 1862 War
Meeting that sought to
inspire Centre Countians to
enlist in the Army.

and only legitimate object of the

wadr....
— First Resolution of the Centre County

War Meeting, August 2, 1862

port the continuation of one sover-
eign nation. Many in Centre County
were ready to take any step neces-
sary to insure preservation of the

Headed by George Boal, = Union.

this petition was signed by Copy of a Centre County Petition, c. 1860

(Special Collections Library at Pattee and Paterno Library)

49 people ca. 1860 to sup-
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Evan Pugh (1828-1864)
First President of the Farmers’
High School, 1859-1864

Letter written by Joseph H. Poorman
Collections of the Centre County Historical Society

County Responds

Farmers High School (later

Centre

On Saturday evening last, a telegraph dis-

van Pugh, the
E first President
of the Farmers

High School, assem-
bled his students in the
chapel to address their

in 9o days, that it

they were loyal Americans. would be a struggle

to become Penn State) and When three days later Presi- for years, and that

patch was received which threw Bellefonte all who were assem-

bled there could

remain and contin-

recounted his experience dent Lincoln’s call for 75,000 heightened emotions.
While many felt that

the conflict could not

into a fever. It stated that Fort Sumter had

during an address for the troops was received, the excite-

been fired into and was replying with two ment was indescribable. It seemed
that nothing could hold the boys
to their school duties, and that

the Farmer’s High School was for

semi-centennial of the

guns. The excitement became intense, and

school in 1905. last long, Thompson ue their educa-

from about 7:00 on Saturday evening, the tion....and still have

time to do their duty to their
county in the mighty conflict just |

Previous to that recalled that Pugh pre-

telegraph office was crowded with persons

moment, political feel- dicted “the war would not be

waiting to hear the news from the scene of the fought out by the 75,000 men just

called, that it would not be ended

ings ran high and the the time, doomed.
students had been

sharply divided into two

conflict. As dispatch succeeded dispatch, the commencing.”

John Irvin Thompson (1843-1916)

Collections of the Centre County Historical Society

excitement subsided and was followed by a

deep feeling of patriotic indignation at the

conduct of the Southern rebels....

— The Central Press, April 19, 1862

Sumter, a meeting was called at
the Centre County Courthouse.
More than 480 volunteers (with

I n the week after the fall of Fort

overflow beyond the quota) enlisted
for three months of service while
the citizens of Bellefonte raised over
$6,900 to support the families of
the soldiers. By the end of the sum-
mer each of the ninety-day men
were mustered out of service with
many immediately re-enlisting for
three years.

John Irvin Thompson was the
son of Moses and Mary Thompson
and was born here at the Centre
Furnace Mansion. When the War
erupted, he was enrolled at the

parties, but the fearful
tidings that the flag has
been fired upon,

brought by swift

messenger from Bellefonte obliter-

ated party lines, and cemented
them into one compact band.
They were no longer democrats,
they were no longer republicans,
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Pugh's words seem especially
poignant when reading the letter of
28 year old Joseph H. Poorman of
Milesburg who wrote to his parents
from Virginia on October 13, 1861

“...there is no danger here yet
and | think the war will be settled
before — General Hancock says that
all of the men will be home by
Christmas and | think that it will."”

Poorman’s Regiment, the 49th
would not be mustered out of service
until July 15, 1865 and would lose 361
men during the War.

The enthusiasm that gripped the
predominately industrial, Republican
areas of the County was not shared
by the Democratic farmers of Penn,
Gregg, Potter, Miles and Haines

townships. In stark contrast, a Mili-
tary Meeting in Rebersburg was
quiet and yielded few volunteers.
John George Kurtz of the Bellefonte
Central Press recounted the event:

As but two able-bodied men sig-
nified their willingness to serve the
country, the liberties and blessings
of which they have so long enjoyed,
the President of the meeting, a hard-
working old gentleman, arose and
expressed his views as a Democrat
and citizen, declaring that he was, if
it were necessary for men of his age
to go into service, ready to do all he
could to defend the Government and
his country, or contribute to the
maintenance of the families of those
who did go to fight for their coun-
try's liberties. But no response was

:

made, with the exception of the two
already named. We cannot, there-
fore, give our readers the same grat-
ifying report from this section of the
county that we must praise the other
portions of the county for.

By the end of 1861, over 1000
Centre County men enlisted in the
Union Army. Predictably, a small per-
centage of the volunteers were from
the southernmost area of the County.
In 1862 this would change, and the
situation would become far more
complex.

\ |
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A

iewed as one of the most

important political figures in

the Civil War, Pennsylvania
Governor and Bellefonte native
Andrew Gregg Curtin (1815-1894)
was a strong supporter of Abraham
Lincoln, whose October 1860 guber-
natorial win was considered essen-
tial to Lincoln’s election. He was the
first governor to send troops to pro-
tect Washington DC after Fort
Sumter and arranged for unified

support of the Northern governors

during one of the most critical

points of the War. Referred to as

“the soldiers friend” Curtin
maintained contact with the vol-
unteers by visiting them during
their training at Camp Curtin in
Harrisburg, making trips to the
battlefields, and even interven-
ing when necessary.

Copy of a letter from Abraham Lincoln
(Anonymous Collection)

Andrew Greqgq Curtin &

he response in Centre Coun-

ty to the initial 1861 call for

troops was cause for excite-
ment for many. By the summer of
1862 though, that initial wave of
patriotism was dissipating in the
wake of lost battles and talk of slav-
ery being the true reason for the
war. The county and the country
was losing faith in the War, and
Curtin recognized the need for
increased morale and organized sup-
port of Lincoln.

[t was not uncommon for
underage boys to become so excit-
ed by the romance of war that they
would sneak into service. In this
letter from Curtin, he asked
Colonel Charles T. Campbell of the
1st Light Artillery to discharge the
16 year old son of a friend who was
ill. Records indicate that this may
be Miles Askey, the son of Ellis
Askey, a 48 year old farmer from
Cleartield County who died in
1864. According to the Pennsylva-
nia State Archives, Miles Askey
was mustered into the 1st Light
Artillery on 8-24-61 and was dis-
charged by order of the War
Department. (date unknown)
Legal enlistment age was 18.

Harrisburgh, Sept. 6, 1862

via New York

Gov. Andrew-Boston; In the pres-
ent emergency, would it not be
well that the loyal governors
should meet at some point in the
border states to take measures for
the more active support of the
government? An immediate reply
is requested, that as an early a day
as possible may be named for the
meeting if approved.

— A.G. Curtin

Dec(?) 3, 1861
Dear Colonel,

The bearer Ellis Askey has a son
16 years of age in your regiment.
He is in bad heath and no condi-
tion for service. I know this man
and his family and I ask you to
have his son discharged.

The boy ran off and is too
young to serve in the army.
Do interest yourself and — his

discharge. *

Yours truly
A.G. Curtin
Col. Charles T. Campbell

Letter written by Andrew Gregg Curtin

(Collections of the Centre County Historical Society)

o

tis Role 1n the Civil War

n September 22, 1862

Abraham Lincoln issued a

Preliminary Emancipation
Proclamation that would free slaves
living in any state, including Con-
federate states. Generally, Curtin’s
Northern political contemporaries
supported the preservation of the
Union, but they had varying opin-
ions on emancipation. At the invita-
tion of Curtin, fourteen pro-Union
governors arrived at the Logan
House in Altoona, Pennsylvania on
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The Logan House, Altoona, c.1880s
(Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania [PHMC])

September 24th, 1862 to create

“more active support for the govern-
ment” and discuss this issue (among
others) at length. Two days later a
document was personally presented
to the President aftirming the loyal-
ty of most of those who attended the
conference. Considered by some his-
torians to be a critical event, no offi-
cial documentation took place
during the meeting, perhaps con-
tributing to its quiet presence in the
history of the Civil War.

“We hail with heartfelt gratitude
and encouraged hope the procla-
mation of the President, issued
on the twenty-second instant,
declaring emancipated from their
bondage all persons held to serv-
ice or labor as slaves in the rebel
States, whose rebellion shall last
until the first day of January next
ensuing.”

—Address of the Loyal Governors,
September 26, 1862

Y
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ar 0 l lCS lIl eIl re Oun CERTIFICATE OF NON-LIABILITY, TO BE GIVEN BY THE BOARD OF

ENROLLMENT.

A
We, the subscribers, composing the Board of Enrollment of the /;'7 _____ /</Cz/t/c _______ -

our days after the Preliminary _ His vicious editorials enraged Of 1862 bY reinforc— Distriet of the State of d/:f?'a’?zﬂ( ., provided for in section 8, Act of
Emancipation Proclamation his pro-Union neighbors which ing a commit- Congress “for (,muumu/;gd calling out the national forces,” approved March 3, 1863,
g o« e c /,7 - 4 P ) =
was released in September of helped to further divide a county ment to Lincoln hereby certify that ./ Gzz / PR c{’)?/def;w “i
1862, Peter Gray Meek, editor and that was struggling to meet the 1862  and the Union, =0 é.:,mzm county, State of .z 2% B ryrerns baving. given
Part owner of the Democratic Watch- call for 500,000 more volunteers. If eStabliShing an satisfactory evidence that he is mot properly subject to do military duty, as required by
man wrote “He [Lincoln] has Centre County was to fulfill its economic incen- it e s apprased by 94, 1864, by resson of =i, 5 s p Oy
shown his real character at last. qUOta and avoid pOlitiC&l embarrass- tive, and down- Qg = //([f o , is exempt from all liability to military duty for the term
The cloven foot now sticks out ment, the Republicans would have playing the issue ,qn Nelson McAllister b Vors el o e Z q/a/ﬁ(d,/ Lo e OO P S Q{ f/, /;5;/
boldly from beneath the hypocriti- to target the area where early sup- of slavery. In the (1809-1873) / o’ aces closey e Lorie b for trlocil Vel HocbeliZ bl
. “ 7. i ) lfz U fovrce bocen ﬁu% e»” %’/f}) // /j(ﬁ‘J,
cal gown which so long hid it port was the weakest, the Democrat-  end, the 148th Regiment was in fact
Provost Marshal, and President of Board of Enrollment.
from the public, and there can no ic German townships. Bellefonte not solely a Centre County Regi- /Z/ i |
longer be any doubt as to the real lawyer Hugh McAllister (along with ment as was hoped. Recruitin L lonf..........
g' Y bb) Peter Gray Meek (1842_1979) ‘ivy. g . ( g p g. 4 rj L;rmrr? of E.rem{'hnw!
sentiments of our old Tycoon. = . . - William Blair and Congressman etforts produced 700 men, which ,
: .. entre Coun opperhead was : _ Cut
Democrats during the Civil War ty --opp W James T. Hale) sought to create a was only enough for 7 companies — L, / Zz - CZze
. . undoubtedly Peter Gray Meek who . . , Srraeon (F Bodivd of Bnrollmet
generally fell into two categories: b an T Centre County Regiment in the fall 3 short of a full regiment. >
r n interest in - |
War Democrats who supported the Eu cHase k? . ;e leSt86 the he € Dated at «// ;/; s }
: onte weekly 1n July, 1662 at the age s s AP v
Union cause and Peace Democrats, ! 4 ¢ | have never thought of the people of our place to e / 4 e b

of 19. He had a reputation for being

otherwise known as Copperheads, become so awfully spiteful and prejudiced at each other

“radically Democratic” and was con-

Who advocated Compromlse and as they are at present' AS sure as one thinks or Speaks Nore,—This certificate is to be given in all eases where it is applicable, according to the acts of Congress referred to above.

sumed with the protection of Con-

conciliation. The most notorious anything favorable of the government in the act of crush-

stitutional rights, which he claimed At the age of 40, Henry Barnhart of Boggs Township was drafted

ing this unholy rebellion, he is hooted at or stigmatized but sent a substitute to serve in his place. (Collections of the Centre County Historical Society)

were being systematically eroded b
&5Y U Y as an Abolitionist—Negro-kisser, etc. by such men who

“Abolitionism is the sole cause of

the Lincoln administration. Though Threatening the unresponsive  $300 for exemption. The idea of

secession and the present inhu- all the while call themselves good Democrats-of-Union

never convicted, Meek was arrested was the possibility of a draft. On being drafted carried with it a

man civil war, waged to turn loose
upon the country 3,000,000
negro servants which are the

men, when at the same time they are with heart and soul assisting the cause

five times during the War for print- March 3, 1863 the National Con- social sigma that propelled some

of the Rebellion, inasmuch as they are opposing everything the Government

ing treasonous remarks and discour- scription Act was passed, which for men to enlist in advance. Some,

needs in order to save our country. It appears to me morally wrong that the

aging enlistments. He was an the first time allowed the Govern-  like Meek, simply paid the $300

property of the South, their title rich man can pay $300 and remain at home in the enjoyment of all comforts,

outspoken anti-abolitionist and ment to require the service of men while lamenting that 60 Centre

to which is as good and Constitu- while the poor man can’t pay and of course is compelled to go in defense of

believed that emancipation was the between the ages of 20—45. Cho-  Countians” unable to pay the price

the rich man's property, in this draft.

—From the diary of Samuel Gramly, a Republican school teacher from Rebersburg,
August 23, 1863

tional, as ours to our horses, etc.”

sole reason for war, not the restora- sen by lottery, they had 10 days to  of blood” had to risk their lives “on

—The Democratic Watchman,

tion of the Union as claimed by the
March 27, 1863

report, send a substitute, or pay the alter of fanaticism and folly.”
federal government.
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A

frican Americans first
entered the Union Army

and Navy in 1862. Following
the Emancipation Proclamation in
January 1, 1863, 163 federal regi-
ments would be created under the
newly established Bureau of Colored
Troops. Over the course of the
remaining years of the War, 179,000
African Americans would serve in
the Army and 18,000 in the Navy
resulting in 449 engagements and
36,847 casualties.

Many white solders and officers
thought that the Colored Troops
would lack the courage to fight, a
belief that was quickly negated by
the actions of the troops. Though
they faced discrimination, unequal
pay, and the prospect ot enslave-
ment or death if captured, enroll-
ment in the United States Colored
Troops grew and by the end of

Freedom For All, Image from the flag of the
6th US Colored Troops
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the War, 1 out of every 8
soldiers was an African
American.

General James S. Bris-
bin of Boalsburg supervised
the recruitment ot Colored Troops

in Kentucky. During his command ot

the 5th US Colored Calvary, he wit-
nessed the ridicule of his men by
the White Troops and heard the
insults that “they would not
fight” remarks that were “borne
by the Colored Soldiers patient-
ly...”” Atter the battle against the
Salt Works in West Virginia, Brisbin
wrote on October 20, 1864 that “On
the return of the forces, those who
had scotfed at the Colored Troops
on the march out were silent.”

Pennsylvania’s regiments trained
at Camp William Penn outside of
Philadelphia. Locally, 15 men joined
the 6th Regiment, US Colored
troops in 1863, (September 26,
1863—September 20, 1865) with 13
more being drafted that same year
and 3 more the following year. The
6th lost a total of 224 men during
the War including:

Hartstock Delige of Patton
Township who died in Wilmington
NC in 1865 at the age of 35

William Derry of Bellefonte
who was killed in Petersburg VA in
1864 at the age of 24

Moses Johnston of Bellefonte
who drowned in the James River in
1864 at the age of 24

On December 8,
1910 an article
| appeared in the
| Centre Democrat
regarding the life
\ and accomplish-
' ments of Isaiah
! Henderson Welch.
MY Born in Maryland

e’

V' in 1845, he was

~ brought to Bellefonte in
infancy by his parents. As a boy he
worked for Governor Andrew Gregg
Curtin but when his father moved
onto the farm of Hugh McAllister,
Isaiah joined him and learned all
that he could about farming. His
desire for education led him to Will-
berforce University in Ohio in 1861,
but he joined the 54th Massachusetts
in 1863 (he was then transferred to
the 55th) and served two years and
five months in the Army. At the time
the article appeared he was the Rev-
erend of a large congregation in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, but he visit-
ed Bellefonte and sent donations for
the AME church there, which had
recently been destroyed.

ABOVE: Rev. Isaiah Henderson Welch

Used with Permission of Documenting the American South,
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Libraries

frican Americans & Women

| have worked night and Day and
ceep mi children together and |
have touck sick and am on able to
do enething.

— Esther Jane Chapman of Clearfield Co.
to Andrew Gregg Curtin in April 1865

he Civil War affected women

differently according to

social, economic, family, and
geographical conditions. For some
middle class women who took jobs,
the absence of a male work force
provided a situation that some histo-
rians recognize as the “beginning of
the end of domesticity.” Their new-
found skills and experiences led
some to post-war careers, but for
poor people like Esther Jane Chap-
man of Clearfield County, it was not
an opportunity for equality; it was a
situation that took her husband
away from the farm, leaving her
alone with her children and few
options. In her letter to Curtin,
Chapman asked for badly needed
financial assistance. It was denied.

In some close knit communities,

neighbors assisted the women and
children left behind and helped
them to survive during the absence
of their husbands and hired work-

ers. In the exchange of let-
ters, some men dictated to
their wives how to handle
situations, what to pay, and
when to pay it. For most
women on small farms in rural
areas, this was not their first time in
the field. But it may have been their
fist time managing their affairs
alone, all while caring for their chil-
dren and maintaining the family.

When the circumstances per-
mitted, women were allowed to visit
their husbands while in the Army.
John Miller repeatedly writes to his
wite about her impending visit, and
though she was hesitant to go, he
remained fixed on it.

I hope to have some fine times
when you come down. Just stay at
the station till I come over. Per-
haps I can get a cheaper place yet.

I will try. I know that Millheim
women had to pay 2 Dollars a
week at the stationhouse, with the
exception of Otto’s wife and she
had no child. Try and get ready as
soon as possible and come.

— John A. Miller, November 27, 1862,

to his wife Mary from Luthersville

For other women, such as the
mother and sister of John McKivi-
son, the promise of a bounty and
ability to tap into the county relief
fund provided a financial incentive
for the unambitious John to join the
Army. On September 21, 1862 Sallie
McKivison wrote to her brother, “I
am glad that your pleased with
Solgier life; it will please you for
you never liked to work well.
John, a member of Company C in
the 148th Regiment died of Typhoid
Fever on March 17, 1863.

Our Heroines,
Thomas Nast
for Harper's

Weekly, 1864

This image
depicts
women in a
variety of sit-
uations in
which they
cared for,
comforted,
and support-
ed soldiers.
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Like Hull, other local soldiers’ letters are filled
with detailed descriptions of their experiences
in the Army. This panel contains heartfelt,
affecting, and important excerpts from their
original letters which are invaluable resources
for understanding their individual situations
and psyches.

Note: Images of the letters referred to in this
panel, along with their full transcriptions, are on

display nearby.

here was a great many black troops lay
T on our left. Some regiments of them
left lately. It is rumored in camp that they
joined Butler. For my part I am perfectly
satisfied if he takes them all for they can’t
face a white man and fight him.

— Shu Lyons, Company I, 51st Regiment
November 22, 1864 to Bellefonte merchant,
John H. Barnhart, from Petersburg, Virginia

One of our fellows deserted to the
rebs and our men shot him before
he got over...

— William F. Diehl, Company D, 51st Infantry
March 21, 1865 to his cousin from Petersburg,

Virginia. Diehl was related to the
Abraham Hull family.

still think that if I would not have come
I to the Army that brother Tasker would
not of come. Instead of staying at home as
you wanted me to, I came and bring that
grief on my parents and brothers and sis-
ters. John, I could often sit down and weep
over it.

— B.F. Koch Company D, 148th Regiment
January 15, 1863 to brother John from
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Jacob and Mary Ann Koch had 11 sons, 6 of whom
fought in the Civil War. B.F., Tasker, and Jacob

oldiers Letter

ALL I WISH IS TO BRING BACK MY LIFE IF IT LASTS THREE YEARS.

— John A. Miller Company A, 148th Regiment, March 5, 1863 written to his wife Mary, Army of the Potomac

Camp in the field, VA August 8, 1864
Dear Wife,

received your most welcome letter of

July 31st and perused it with a feeling
of the greatest of pleasure. From the fact
that it is the written thoughts of Eliza-
beth, the wife if my life and the mother of
my children. And though it has been a
long time since we have met yet is thine
image fresh upon the tablet of my heart,
in the association of other days when we
were enjoying each others society togeth-
er in the dear old home surrounded by
our children, the dearest object to a par-
ent on earth. And though you and I, Eliza-
beth are separated for a time by many
miles of trackless forests wide and
extended plains and mighty streams of
water, yet can and doth our hearts unite
and hold sweet communication, and I
trust through the mercy of God that it

But now I must tell you how I am getting
along. I am well and in very good spirits. I
am now in the Company again which at
present is encamped with the regiment
on the reserve in front of Petersburg. The
weather is exceedingly hot and a man
could not stand it to do much duty at
present. Our company are in pretty good
health, that is what is of us. There are not
many of the old boys left who are with the
company, probably 6 or 8. While I write
the atmosphere has become clouded over,
and we can hear the rumbling of thunder
in the distance. I hope we may have a
shower to settle the dust and make things
more pleasant.

But you wrote me that John has left
Rishels, and I feel very sorry about it for
I thought that had he stayed and learned
his trade that when I returned that him
and I could carry on a shop together. Tell

John that it is his father’s wish and only
for the good of his son that he should go
back to Rishels and finish his trade as that
is the only way to become a man. Remem-
ber John the old axiom that a rolling
stone gathers no moss, and if a young
man travels too much from place to place
he can never come to much nor ever
become wealthy. Remember John, you are
a young and just starting out in the world
and habits contracted will remain with
you throughout life. But I must close for
this time by sending my love to you and
inquiring friends.

Your affectionate husband

Abram Hull

PS. I here enclose you $40 and will send
you some more as soon as I find that this
gets home safe. N.B. write soon and let
me know whether you got the money.

will not be very long until we will be
permitted to meet once more in the
flesh, when all our sorrows will have
passed away and with our little family
circle we shall enjoy indescribable
happiness on earth, until God in his
wisdom sees fit to take us to himself

when we shall be joined to part no
more, for sorrow and parting will be
no more in the Heavenly Father’s
Kingdom.

Abraham Hull was a blacksmith from
Aaronsburg who joined the 148th at the
age of 42. He was killed by a sharpshooter
at Reams Station, Virginia on August 25,
1864 just 17 days after writing this letter.

FAR LEFT: Abraham Hull (1820-1864)

Collections of the Centre County Historical Society

LEFT: Elizabeth Hull (1827-1893)

Collections of the Centre County Historical Society

INSET RIGHT: George Dare (died 1864)

Anonymous Collection

were in Company D, 148th Regiment and only
Jacob survived. Tasker died of Typhoid Fever in
1863 at the age of 26, and B.F. was killed in battle
in Chancellorsville, Virginia that same year at the

age of 23.

am very glad to hear that you and Sergie
I are both so well — Oh but I would like to
see you both. I think I can never forget his
anxious appearance when playing peep with
me when I last seen him. I hope you will
not let him forget me.

— George Dare, 5th Reserve Regiment
October 20, 1861 to his wife from
Prospect Hill, Virginia

he reflections that a most dastardly set
T of demagognes are by every device in
their power, endeavoring to break up and
ruin this great country, or Government with
all of its noble association of the past, and
where so many millions never before lived
so comfortable or happy or so free —and
who are endeavoring to destroy every inter-
est of the people and defy our manhood — is
something more than can or will be.

— George Dare, 5th Reserve Regiment
May 22, 1862 to his wife from Falmouth, Virginia

Lieutenant-Colonel George
Dare of the 34th Infantry,
5th Reserve Regiment dis-

d cusses his actions in the
army in detail writing about

his position, the accommo-

_ e (ations, and mundane

5 2l g things like the type of socks
he prefers. In the battle of the Wilderness on May
6, 1864, Dare was mortally wounded and died

later that night. His letters are filled with a long-
ing for his family, affection for his children, and a
desire to serve his county.
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