
1877: Schoolhouse is built on land owned by Moses Thompson. 
1952: School closes its doors to students and is purchased by Joseph and Sybil Barsky   
 Grucci  in 1953 to be used as her sculpting studio. 
2001: School is purchased by Bob Struble and Susan Crary from Sybil Barsky Grucci. 
2004: Bob Struble and Susan Crary gift schoolhouse to Centre County Historical Society. 

 Timeline of the Boogersburg School ~ 

Photo c. 1960: Boogersburg School 

From the collections of  Penn State Libraries Special Collections 



Architectural Elements~ 
Exterior 

Pleasant Hill School, more commonly known as Boogersburg School because of 
a historic road junction close to the school, is a whitewashed vernacular Greek 
revival board-and-batten schoolhouse. The land for the school was donated to 
Patton Township by Centre Furnace ironmaster, Moses Thompson, to build a 
school for the children of his tenant farmers. Evidence suggests that the school 
was constructed by architect James B. Mattern, though is not confirmed.   
 

The exterior of the school is board-and-batten (1) construction and originally 
would have been whitewashed. The base of the school is stone that has been 
overlaid with concrete (2). The central entrance to the schoolhouse is a re-
cessed nook providing a focal point on the façade and practical space for the 
two coatrooms on either side inside of the school in the rear.  The front façade 
is a gable end and has a pediment-like look with a stringcourse running slight-
ly above the door.  One pane wide windows flank the door.  (3 & 4) 
 

Uniform throughout the building, the top sash of every window extends three 
panes high, while the bottom panel consists of only 2 panes.  The roof features 
a central wooden bell tower (5) that is not original to the schoolhouse, but was 
constructed based on photographic evidence of what was original to the 
schoolhouse.  The roof itself was origi-
nally constructed using cedar shingles 
(evidenced by scraps found in the attic), 
however, at some unknown point in 
time was converted to tin and remains 
in this condition today. Only minor res-
toration work has been done to 
Boogersburg and no significant altera-
tions or additions were done after it 
closed its doors as a school in 1952.     
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Architectural Elements~Interior 
A notable feature in the interior of the school is a “jack 
chimney” (1) suspended from the roof, thus freeing up 
floor space for the classroom. The chimney, made of brick 
and plaster, is held in place by an iron carriage that runs 
along the edges of the chimney underneath and on each 
side that braces the chimney to the beams in the attic and 
cradles the brickwork of the chimney. This iron carriage 
is supported by the two timbers (2) that are then bol-
stered by an excellent truss system in the attic capable of 
distributing the 500-700 pound weight of the chimney.  
The final support system for the chimney is a king post 
(3) which is, in this case, an iron rod that further distrib-
utes the weight of the chimney.   

The ventilation system in the school consists of four 
square doors in the ceiling – one close to each corner – 
which are connected to a pulley system in the attic. The 
ropes connected to each ventilation door, as well as that 
for the bell, are located on the back wall (4 & 5). This 
system would have allowed for airing out smoke from the 
stove or to create a breeze in the summertime in combi-
nation with opening the windows.     

The plasterwork on the coved ceiling of the schoolhouse 
is original. The plaster was adhered using wood lath as 
the base to give the plaster something to grip to. After the 
lath was laid out, there would have been multiple layers 
of plaster placed over the lath to create a smooth surface.  
When looking at the plast erwork from the attic, the plas-
ter “keys” (6) are created by plaster seeping through the 
lath. The keys are strong and have supported the plaster 
well, clearly the work of veteran plasterers.  

By CCHS Intern Shannon Devlin 2013 
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Sibyl Barsky Grucci 1905-2007 

Boogersburg School held its final school year in 1952 and in 1953, Joseph and Sibyl 

Barsky Grucci purchased the school at public auction. Mrs. Grucci used the school-

house as sculpting studio until 2001.  Photos of the Schoolhouse from 1998:  

 

Sibyl Barsky and Louis Pattee Bust at  the Pattee Library, Penn State  
Photo credit: Senator John Heinz History Center 


	1-Boogersburg School -Timeline
	2-Architecture
	3-CentreCoOneRoomSchools
	4-Grucci Panel
	F. McKenna School Schedule

