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NEWS MEDIA ADVISORY AND INVITATION: 
CENTRE FURNACE STACK RESTORATION GETS UNDER WAY 

Centre Furnace Mansion ⋅ 1001 E. College Ave. ⋅ State College, Pennsylvania 
 

The restoration of the historic Centre Furnace stack, birthplace of Centre County’s first major industry—
ironmaking——is now under way, and the Centre County Historical Society invites area news media and 
the CCHS Membership to get a first-hand glimpse of the project at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, September 3. 
 
Brief remarks will be made by Roger Williams, CCHS president, and Mary Sorensen, CCHS executive 
director, and possibly a few others. 
 
The restoration was made possible by a major gift to the CCHS from and Robert Van Druff and Cynthia 
Dawso Van Druff who will also be present. 
 
Founded by two Revolutionary War colonels—Samuel Miles and John Patton—Centre Furnace went into 
operation in 1792. It was an overnight success and prompted the rapid establishment of nearby 
furnaces and forges. By 1810, The counties of Centre, Huntingdon, and Blair—with Centre 
predominant—were producing more than half the pig iron made in the entire United States. 
 
Centre Furnace stack was last restored in 1963, when the CCHS and others arranged for inmates trained 
in masonry from Rockview Correctional Institution to repair the 19th century structure. 
 
Contractor for the current restoration project is Smith Masonry, Inc., of Hollidaysburg. 
 
The Centre Furnace Mansion is located at 1001 E. College Avenue., State College, Pa. Parking is available 
in the mansion’s parking lot off Porter Road, or on the mansion’s front lawn off E. College Avenue. 
Please note that event parking is prohibited in front of Frye’s Sweeper & Sewing Center. The stack itself 
is located across Porter Road. 
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Centre Furnace Stack beginning restoration by Smith Masonry, Inc., of Hollidaysburg 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


