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Centre County Historical Society Named 2025 Nonprofit of the Year by CBICC

From a field of 12 nonprofit nominations, the Centre County Historical Society has been named the
2025 Nonprofit of the Year by the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County (CBICC).

The award was announced at the 2025 Centre County Business Awards, held Thursday evening,
October 23, at the Nittany Lion Inn. The program is sponsored by the CBICC and this year was
presented by Stuckey Automotive.

“Year after year, this program ensures that the people making an impact in the Centre County
business community receive well-deserved recognition and visibility,” said Greg Scott, CBICC
President and CEO. “This year’s recipients represent the innovation and dedication that drives
Centre County’s economy forward and enhances the high quality of life we enjoy.”

The Centre County Business Awards is a cornerstone CBICC event recognizing outstanding
achievement through a peer-led nomination and selection process. This year’s program drew a
record number of nominations, which were reviewed and discussed by a diverse panel of community
and business leaders serving on the Awards Selection Committee.

“On behalf of the Centre County Historical Society—our board of governors, staff, and volunteers—I
am deeply honored to accept the CBICC’s Non-Profit of the Year Award,” said Mary Sorensen,
executive director of the CCHS.

“This recognition truly belongs to our entire community—our more than 900 members, our generous
donors, our partners, and the many volunteers who give their time and talents to preserving and
sharing Centre County’s remarkable history.

“Over the past five years, we’ve worked diligently to strengthen every part of our organization—from
building a sound financial foundation, to restoring our historic sites, to expanding our educational
programs and archives. The results have been transformative: the Centre Furnace Mansion,
Boogersburg School, and Centre Furnace Stack have been beautifully renewed; our membership
and outreach have tripled; and we are better prepared than ever to share our county’s story as we
celebrate America’s 250th anniversary.

“Most importantly, this award affirms what we value most: community connection. History comes
alive when people come together to care for it—and that’s what this recognition celebrates.

“Thank you to the CBICC for this honor, to our dedicated board and staff for their leadership, and to
every person who believes in the power of local history to shape a stronger future,” Sorensen
concluded.
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CCHS President Roger Williams added, “With the restoration of our three historic properties
complete, we are eager to build on that foundation and enhance our service to Centre County. The
Nonprofit of the Year Award will go far to strengthen our impact.”
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CBICC 2025 Centre County Business Awards Recipients include:

Nonprofit of the Year: Centre County Historical Society
ATHENA Champion Leadership Award: Rebecca Farmer Force, Marketing and
Communications Specialist, Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Central & Northern PA
Emerging Business of the Year: AmpliFLY Video
Small Business of the Year: Giv Local
Business Leader of the Year: John Sepp, President, PennTerra Engineering, Inc.
Business of the Year: Kish Bank



