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Restoration, At Long Last

Forty years ago, in April 1981, years of visioning came 
to fruition when the Centre County Historical Society 
committed to hiring an architect for the rehabilita-

tion of the newly acquired Centre Furnace Mansion. The 
restoration of the building’s interior and exterior during 
the 1980s culminated with the roof being replaced in 1988.  
But historic buildings, like the nearly 
200-year-old Centre Furnace Man-
sion, require constant maintenance 
and periodic rehabilitation. So now, 
a generation later, restoration work 
has begun to address replacement of 
the mansion’s roof and restoration of 
its porches.  

The roof will be replaced with 
treated Certigrade No. 1 top-quality 
red cedar shingles. These techno-
logically advanced shingles match 
the type and varied widths of the 
shingles found on the original 1830s 
roof and promise a longer life than 
those installed when the roof was last 
replaced 33 years ago.

The current restoration doesn’t 
stop there, however. The Man-
sion’s eaves, corbels, and three of 
its porches are also on the list for 
this phase of the project. Honeybee 
investigation in the mansion’s eaves, 
and relocation of the bees if at all 
possible, will be undertaken as well. 

The Mansion Restoration Proj-
ect is being conducted in close 
cooperation with the Pennsylvania 
Historic and Museum Commission’s 
(PHMC) Historic Preservation Of-
fice. Hours upon hours of meetings 
and communications, both internal 
to the CCHS and external with the 
PHMC, laid the groundwork for deci-
sions about the scope of the project 
and the materials to be used.

In addition, the Covid-19 pandemic affected the project 
considerably. The National Association of Home Builders 
recently reported that lumber prices alone have increased 
more than 200% since April 2020. Supply chain issues also 
added substantial increases to building materials. A year 
ago, the project was estimated to cost about $250,000. This 
past month, the CCHS signed contracts for a total project 
cost of over $352,000.

With the challenges these increased costs presented, 
the CCHS is extremely grateful for the generous support of 
grant-funding agencies: The Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission Keystone Preservation Grant, the 
Hamer Foundation and the Happy Valley Adventure Bureau 
Tourism Grant together provided $156,000. Leadership 

gifts from astoundingly generous 
CCHS members and supporters pro-
vided an additional $176,000. None-
theless, additional private gifts will 
be needed over the coming weeks.

Professional contributions-in-
kind have also made all the differ-
ence, specifically from Alan Popo-
vich, AIA, APArchitects, and Bill 
Marcum, RRC, Martech Associates, 
Inc. Their dedication to the restora-
tion project cannot be overstated.

In the 1970’s, as CCHS was 
grappling with the details of restor-
ing the Mansion for the first time, 
our current restoration architect 
and CCHS board member Alan 
Popovich was a student at Penn 
State. Alan did graduate work with 
Denson Groenendaal, whom he 
credits with awakening his interest 
in historic preservation. Professor 
Groenendaal’s specialties in Penn 
State’s College of Arts and Architec-
ture included historic preservation, 
restoration and rehabilitation, heri-
tage project development, preserva-
tion technology, and interpretative 
planning. To our good fortune, these 
areas of expertise would come to be 
Alan’s specialties as well, examples 
of which can be seen at the Man-
sion, throughout Centre County and 
beyond.

Registered roofing consultant 
Bill Marcum, vice president of Martech Associates Inc., 
entered the roofing construction industry in the 1970s and 
went on to start his own consulting firm in 1986 with his 
wife Mary Marcum, president. That led to 35 years of 
planning the roofing systems of many historic structures at 
universities, churches, and historic sites locally and around 
the country, as Bill became an authority on slate and other 
types of historic roofs.  Bill is also the local historian whose 
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Funding for this publication is supported by a grant from the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, a state 
agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

About the Centre County Historical Society
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Founded in 1904, the Centre County Historical Society, the 
County’s official historical society, is an educational organization 
that promotes appreciation and research of Centre County’s 

historic and natural resources through its properties, collections, 
programs, publications, and advocacy.

A community and volunteer-based organization, the Society is 
headquartered in the Centre Furnace Mansion, which is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  This site includes the restored and 
furnished ironmaster’s home, furnace stack, and landscaped grounds and 
gardens. Centre Furnace was home to the earliest 18th century industry 
- charcoal iron making.  In the 19th century Centre Furnace played an 
important role in the beginnings of Penn State University.  The Society 
also owns and operates the nearby Boogersburg one-room school.

The Centre County Historical Society depends on financial con-
tributions that help support our free public programs and educational 
opportunities for children, and provide necessary funds for the main-
tenance and operation of the Society’s facilities and collections. Your 
membership and generosity are sincerely appreciated. Donations may 
be made at https://centre-county-historical-society.square.site/ or by 
simply sending in the form on the back of this newsletter. 

Society members and others in the community are also invited 
to support these activities by contributing to the Centre County  
Historical Society Endowment Fund, managed by Centre Foundation 
at CentreFoundation.org. 

Mansion Notes is published as a benefit of membership in the Centre 
County Historical Society and is made possible through the G. Harold 
Keatley Fund.

The Centre County Historical Society (CCHS) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization, 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the I.R.S. Code. Donations are tax deductible.  Official reg-
istration and financial information about CCHS may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 
Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, (800) 732-0999.  Registra-
tion does not imply endorsement. 
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A Man(n) with an Axe to Grind

That phrase normally is associated with taking revenge. However, for the 
Mann family it meant success. 

Related to the Centre County’s iron trade was Harvey Mann’s axe 
factory located along Spring Creek. The production of Mann axes is normally 
associated with the town of Axemann located along the Logan Branch of Spring 
Creek. Actually, when Harvey 
Mann’s axe factory existed the town 
was called Boiling Springs and not 
until 1884 was renamed Axemann. 
The Axemann operation was a large 
facility involving several buildings 
and two dams to drive water wheels 
for power. It was during an era when 
axes were in high demand that the 
facility at Boiling Springs proved 
inadequate for expansion.

In order to support his Logan 
Branch operation, Harvey Mann 
had secured a land warrant that 
straddled the main branch of Spring 
Creek downstream from Philip Benner’s 
Rock Iron Works operation. There Mann 
constructed a factory for finishing and polish-
ing his axes. He also built a saw mill and a 
large dam to provide the waterwheel power 
for both.  It was in operation prior to 1861 
and Pomeroy’s atlas of 1874 provides details 
which suggest Mann provided company 
houses for his workers. The dam was in an 
ideal location with steep embankments on 
both sides of Spring Creek. The area can 

be located today upstream from Fisher-
man’s Paradise and near the Fish and Boat 
Commission shooting range. Fishing in 
that same area a few years ago when the 
creek was low, Bob Caroline found a large 
circular flat stone, which was revealed to 
be one of the grindstones used at Harvey 
Mann’s Spring Creek facility. 

Harvey Mann had another land 
warrant located about three miles west 
of Runville off Bush Hollow Road. The 
area appears on modern topo maps appro-
priately named Grindstone Gap as along 
an almost dried-up tributary of Wallace 
Run. Here Harvey Mann quarried his 
grindstones. There is evidence that up to 
12 six-foot diameter grindstones were cut 

from the exposed rock formation. One such 6-foot-wide grindstone appears 
nearly chiseled out but then abandoned, marking the end of a once flourishing 
operation. It is not known if the stones quarried at Grindstone Gap were the only 
source of grindstones for both of Spring Creek and Logan Branch operations. 

The Axemann facility on the Logan Branch has a much more involved 
history for another time. 

      ~ Bob Hazelton   

Harvey Mann’s Land Warrant on Spring 
Creek with dam location superimposed.

Steve Walton and Bob Caroline in Spring 
Creek with a rescued  grindstone.

Public tours at the Centre Furnace Mansion 
continue to be delayed until further notice. 

The gardens and grounds remain open for stroll-
ing, but we ask that you use caution with roof  
repairs underway. Current CDC health protocols 
for wearing masks, hand sanitation and main-
taining physical distancing apply.

CCHS Office Hours: 
MON-FRI, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Research at the Centre Furnace Mansion: 
Research requests can often be handled remote-
ly by email. Special arrangements for on-site 
research may be made by email or calling the 
office. For additional information, staff may be 
reached by calling 814-234-4779 or by emailing 
info@centrecountyhistory.org.

Centre County Historical Society
Centre Furnace Mansion

1001 East College Avenue
State College, PA  16801

(814) 234-4779

info@centrecountyhistory.org
YouTube channel: https://rb.gy/sfxzk7
www.centrehistory.org
www.facebook.com/centrefurnace
www.twitter.com/centrehistory
www.instagram.com/centre.county.history

  Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED

If you are not receiving our email updates 
for programs and other activities and would 
like to, please contact Johanna Sedgwick at 
jsedgwick@centrefurnace.org and let her 
know to add you to the contact list.

CCHS postcards and newsletters are unable 
to be forwarded by the Post Office.  To help 
cut down on the costs of returned mail, sim-
ply give us a call at 814-234-4779 and let 
us know what dates you will be out of the 
area so that we may stop and resume com-
munications efficiently. We can also update 
your winter or summer address.

@
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Upcoming Programs and EventsDirector’s Message

May is National Historic Preservation 
Month, a month that celebrates the 
nation’s heritage through historic 

places, the stories they reveal and the people 
who bring them to life. 

As restoration work on the Centre Furnace 
Mansion gets under way, I am reminded of 
its own preservation story. Planning efforts 
for the restoration and rehabilitation of the 
Centre Furnace Mansion in the 1980’s was a 
monumental effort. But it was only possible 
because members of the Historical Society and 
the community recognized its importance. This 
led to an initiative in the late 1960’s and 70’s 
to divert the 322 Bypass transportation project 
from being routed through the Centre Furnace 
site.

Pennsylvania has 3,424 listings on the 
National Register of Historic Places, ranking 
fourth in the nation.  Centre County ranks 
#15 in Pennsylvania with 63 listings located 
in every corner of the county, 48 historic sites 
and 15 historic districts, that all tell the unique 
and interwoven stories of the area. Each were 
saved and/or preserved by the same passion and 
hard work of the communities, individuals and 
organizations that care for them. 

Whether stories are discovered in the attics 
and recesses of old houses or the archives 
and collections of museums and historic sites, 
preserving them is critical to our understanding 
their history.  They help us understand our past 
so we can pass down the stories to our children, 
through oral history, publications, exhibitions, 
history talks or docent led tours.

Mansion tours: 
We are currently giving the occasional tour 

when visitors call us and schedule a time. We 
plan to announce an opening date this summer 
when construction work, and hopefully the 
pandemic, comes to a close.  

Mary Sorensen

New Deal Post Office Murals in Central Pennsylvania
Virtual talk by David Lembeck
Sunday, June 6, 2:00 p.m.

This talk, based on the 2008 exhibition presented by the State 
Museum of Pennsylvania, A Common Canvas was created 
to commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of Franklin 

Roosevelt’s New Deal. A 
Common Canvas is the result 
of a research and documen-
tation project by co-curator 
David Lembeck and photog-
rapher Michael Mutmansky. 
Between 1934 and 1943 
artists were commissioned 
to create artworks for spe-
cific post offices in towns and 
cities throughout the state. 
Pennsylvania has the second 
largest number of post of-
fice artworks in places like 
Selinsgrove, Altoona, and 
Renovo. These beautiful mu-
rals and sculptures preserve 
details of Pennsylvania’s 
agriculture, industry, and his-
tory.  A registration link will 
be posted on CentreHistory.
org a week prior to the talk.

David Lembeck has been 
studying Pennsylvania post office art and architecture for over twenty 
years. Following graduation from Penn State with a dual major in 
Graphic Design and Speech Communications, he worked in publica-
tion design in Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and State College. Much 
of his work deals with architecture and historic preservation.

Virtual presentations are held on the Zoom meeting Programs are 
free and open to the public, and donations are appreciated. The programs 
have a limit of 100 registrants, but will be recorded and made available 
on the CCHS YouTube channel.

Program links will be provided first to current members, then to the 
public via our e-newsletter, Facebook page and website: CentreHistory.
org. There will be an opportunity to ask questions after the talks.

Please let us know if  you have any questions or are not receiving 
CCHS email updates by contacting us at 814-234-4779 or email info@
centrecountyhistory.org.

CFM docent, Gloria Nieweg, giving a mansion tour.

Selingsgrove Post Office
“Susquehanna Trail” 

by George Rickey, 1939
 Photograph: Michael Mutmansky

“Iron Pouring” by Jean de Marco, 1941, Aluminum. 
Danville Post Office. Photograph: Michael Mutmansky
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26th Annual Plant Celebration
Saturday, May 8, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

After having to cancel last year’s sale, the Centre 
County Historical Society is pleased to announce 
that its 26th Annual Plant Celebration at the Cen-

tre Furnace Mansion hosted by the Mansion Gardeners 
will take place on Saturday, May 8.  We look forward to 
welcoming the public back for this annual CCHS tradi-
tion to celebrate the Mansion’s gardens and 
those who keep them beautiful. While we 
will not be hosting an open house this 
year, shoppers are welcome to do a self 
guided tour of the gardens.

We are happy to welcome back return-
ing and look forward to new vendors in 
addition to the Centre Furnace Mansion 
Gardeners:
 
2021 participating vendors:

• Deb’s Flower Farm
• Go Native Tree Farm
• Meadowsweet Native Plant Farm
• Note cards by Esther Del Rosso
• The Rock Garden Nursery
• Rose Franklin’s Perennials
• Shuey’s Market

Parking: The Mansion’s restoration work is well under-
way and you will be able to see the progress! Parking will 
be available in our grass lot off of E. College Avenue as 
well as in the parking lot off of Porter Road. There may 
be construction equipment in the Porter Road lot, please 
be patient! Volunteer parking attendants will be available 
in the morning. Read More at CentreHistory.org.

Covid-19 Protocol: In line with Pennsylvania’s guidance 
on outdoor gatherings, core public health measures such 
as face covering (mask-wearing), social distancing, and 
hand hygiene still must be enforced. We ask our visitors, 
vendors and volunteers to adhere to these protective 
measures throughout the event.

While you are out, visit our friends at the Lemont 
Village Association who are also holding their annual 
plant sale on May 8. Full details at lemontvillage.org.

Discovering WWI: From Boalsburg to 
France and Back
Virtual talk by Bob Potter
Sunday, July 25, 2:00 p.m.

The recent centennial of World War I briefly brought 
this devastating con-
flict back into the 

news. Bob’s journey began 
with the desire to learn 
about the history of the 28th 
Division Shrine in Boals-
burg on the original training 
grounds of Col. Theodore 
Boal’s mounted machine 
gun troop. He will share his 
experience through an illus-
trated presentation that will 
take you through selected 
aspects of U.S. World War I 
involvement that he discov-
ered through travel in the 
rural regions of France where over 115,000 doughboys 
died in under a year and where 35,000 are buried or 
commemorated as missing in action in American World 
War I cemeteries.  

Bob may be most well known for his role as first full 
time Executive Director of Centre Foundation from 2000 
to 2007. His tireless volunteer contributions to non-profits 
throughout Centre County include CCHS, United Way, 
Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts, Nittany Valley 
Symphony, Schlow Library, the Boalsburg Village Con-
servancy and Boalsburg Heritage Museum to name a few.

Thank you to Winter/Spring Speakers

We wish to extend our many thanks to our winter 
and early spring speakers for providing educa-
tional and engaging virtual programs that are a 

meaningful addition to CCHS programming!

• Dr. Patrick Parsons - Pennsylvania: The Cradle of 
Cable Television 

• Dr. Stephen H. Browne - George Washington’s First 
Inaugural Address and Why It Still Matters 

• Charles Fergus - Nighthawk’s Wing  

Charles Fergus speaking during “Nighthawks Wing”

2018 Plant Celebration
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Centre Gives
May 11, 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. May 12

The Centre Foundation has made a huge difference for many 
an organization’s ability to continue its mission work, 
including CCHS.

Centre Gives is a unique, online giving event designed to 
encourage community giving and to support the great work 
of Centre County non-profits. This year, in the shadow of 
COVID-19, Centre Gives will be more important than ever. 
Beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 11, and ending at 
9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 12, the online giving event will 
last for 36 hours.

Your donation of $10 or more to the Centre County Historical 
Society through Centre Gives will not only qualify CCHS for a 
larger share of Centre Foundation’s $300,000 stretch pool, but 
for additional prize money during the event as well.

Your contributions through Centre Gives provide critical 
funds for the many ongoing programs and activities that are 
held at the Society’s historic sites. If you have attended talks or 
exhibitions, volunteered as a docent or gardened in the Mansions period gardens, been an intern, helped with collections or 
data entry projects, volunteered for events, written for a newsletter or publication, then you are familiar CCHS’s mission. 
You probably already know that through these, and other activities, we work in collaboration with local, regional, county and 
state organizations and individuals to help preserve and promote Centre County’s historic, cultural, and natural resources.

There are many items on the daily do list to make the Centre Furnace Mansion, the Boogersburg School and the activities 
at these sites and beyond available to the public. Your donations help us to accomplish these mission goals. 

We will not be hosting an open house during this time, but if you would like to make a donation by phone, we can help you! Call us 
at 234-4779 on May 11 and 12 between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. if you would like help by phone or would like to set a time to stop in.

Jacqueline J. Melander Society Reception
Sunday, August 15 @ 4:30 p.m. 

The Jacqueline J. Melander Society was formed in 2015 to 
recognize individuals who have chosen to leave a legacy of 
local history for future generations. The Society has been 

named in honor of Jackie Melander, who was the driving force be-
hind the preservation and restoration of the Centre Furnace Mansion. 
Planned gifts from Melander Society members will help to ensure 
that the CCHS remains a financially viable and culturally valuable 
institution for our children and grandchildren. 

If you value local history, you can make a lasting impact by 
remembering the Centre County Historical Society in your will. A 
planned gift can support the Society’s broad mission of preservation, 
advocacy and education. 

There are many ways to leave a planned gift, but the simplest 
way is to leave a bequest to CCHS in your will. There are also 
tax benefits associated with planned giving. There is no minimum 
amount required to join the Melander Society. Rather, this is an op-
portunity to demonstrate your commitment to preserving our past 
for generations to come. 

If you have already designated the CCHS in your will please let us know so we can add your name to the growing ranks 
of the Melander Society. If you have not, please consider taking this significant step and let us know by contacting us at the 
Centre County Historical Society at 814-234-4779, or email msorensen@centrefurnace.org.

Marjorie and Wayland Dunaway, chairs, and Judge Roy Wilkinson, 
honorary chair, of the Centre Furnace Renaissance Campaign and 
Jackie Melander, CCHS President during the 1980’s restoration of 

the Centre Furnace Mansion.

Remember the additional prizes! 
Tea Time Power Hour  - If we all join together and plan to make our donations between 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. on 

May 11, the organization with the most unique donors during this hour will win an additional $500 prize!
Also, every donation to CCHS between 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on May 11 and May 12 will be placed into a 

random drawing for an additional $500 Endowment Prize. 



Mansion Notes    Spring 2021     7



Gardeners Corner

We owe a debt of thanks to our Centre Furnace 
Mansion Garden Committee for their persis-
tence and hard work in the mansion’s gardens 

this spring! It has been a beautiful spring in the gardens 
with early and late blooming snowdrops and gardenfuls 
of daffodils, hellebore, anemone and other spring ephem-
erals gracing the historic landscape. Cool temperatures 
made for long lasting blooms. As scaffolding and lifts 
have needed to inch close to the mansion, plants were 
removed and potted up from the Kitchen garden for safe-
keeping. The lower kitchen garden that was revitalized 
last fall has a wonderful show of bulbs, Virginia bluebells 
and now asparagus, black current and rhubarb. 

Are you a gardener? We would love to invite you to 
join us! Our Gardeners gather each Thursday for a few 
hours to work in the gardens and extra hands are always 
welcome. Many of our Gardeners are seasoned Master 
Gardeners as well and working with this team is also an 
opportunity to learn a few new gardening tips and tricks. 
If you would like to help out, even for an hour or two, 
gardening times are 1:00-4:00 p.m. on Thursdays until the 
summer days get too warm. Then, we switch to Thursday 
mornings from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Please feel free to 
stop out during this time and introduce yourself or give 
us a call for more information at 814-234-4779.

Service Groups

CFM Gardeners Mike Husband, Jo Merrell,Judy 
Heberling, Marty Warner, Carol Gouty, Katie Frieden, 

Beverly Lipski and Mike Canich 

For all the ways you contribute and pitch in, we 
cannot thank you enough. This spring we have had 
several service organizations that have helped us 

out in the gardens and to help us temporarily move items 
in storage to prepare for construction. 

Just Serve Sisters 
weeding in the 
shrub garden.

Just Serve Elders 
picking up the many 
sticks that fell over the 
winter.

Penn State 
Serve State 
Students for 
Philanthropy 
weeding in 
the front bed.

Penn State 
Homecoming 
Committee cleaning 
up near the furnace 
stack.

Tau Kappa Epsilon 
Fraternity helped 
with moving 
contents from the 
attic in preperation 
of the roof work.
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Archives Space

Over the past year CCHS Archives Committee: 
Lee Stout, Sue Kellerman, Judy Heberling, Mary 
Sorensen and Johanna Sedgwick took the oppor-

tunity during down time to evaluate solutions for CCHS 
Archives Collection storage. Our current archives storage 
room is less than adequate in terms of climate control, 
space and location. Centre County related photographs 
make up a significant part of the collection, along with 
documents, letters, maps and other ephemera. Their safe 
keeping is, of course, a top priority. The collections are 
documented and in good condition, but we are out of 
space in their current location.

With that, the Ice House building behind the Man-
sion will be re purposed for the archival collection. The 
Ice House building is a modern building built in 2008 on 
the limestone foundation of the historic Ice House that 
burned down in 2003 as a result of a lightning strike to a 
neighboring tree. Since 2008, the Ice House building has 
served well as a location to host temporary exhibitions. 
This building will give us more space and, with a couple 
of improvements, make a suitable new location for the 
archival collections.

A fall grant application will be submitted for the 
PHMC Historical and Archival Records Care Grant to 
fund archival housing, needed shelving and staff to help 
us migrate remaining archival records from the original 
FileMaker to our current PastPerfect database with the 
goal of making a portion of the collection, particularly 
the photographs, available online. What this grant will 
not cover is fire detection and climate control needed in 
the Ice House to move forward with work. We anticipate 
these components will cost up to $6,000.

If you are interested in contributing to this effort, 
we would love to hear from you! Please contact Mary 
Sorensen at msorensen@centrefurnace.org or call at 
814-234-4779.

Memorial Day parade in Livonia, ca. 1950
CCHS Places & Spaces Collection, 1998.PS.2038

From the Archives

Some reading for Memorial Day! Researched and 
written by local historians: Susan Evans, Robert 
Hazelton, Cathy Horner and Nancy Taylor, A 

War, Three Women and a 
Tradition: The History of 
Boalsburg in the Civil War  
looks closely at the lives and 
families of Elizabeth Myers, 
Emma Hunter and Sophie 
Keller – the three women 
credited with starting Me-
morial Day. Unlike anything 
that has been written before 
on this subject, this book ties 
together who these women 
were, why they walked to the 
cemetery that day in October 
of 1864 and what they did 
with the rest of their lives. 
The book also gives a fascinating look at the connections 
Boalsburg and all of Centre County had to the major 
players of the Civil War including President Lincoln. 
Available at the Centre Furnace Mansion or online at 
centre-county-historical-society.square.site.

Museum Store

We are hoping that someone can help us with 
our Town & Gown magazine collection in the 
CCHS library. We are missing the following 

issues: 

If you have any of these issues and would be willing 
to donate them, we would love to have them! Also, if you 
are handy with Excel and would be interested in helping 
us catch up with indexing this collection, please contact 
Mary Sorensen at msorensen@centrefurnace.org or call 
at 814-234-4779. 

January 1966
March 1966
July 1966
November 1968
May 1969

October 1970
January 1971
July 1972
August 1972
September 1972

May 1978
July 1978
August 1978
October 1978
March 1986

CCHS archives shelves in current archives storage room.
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The Hamer 
Foundation

research and writing have captured the history of Company 1333 - 
Camp S-63, Poe Valley, of the Civilian Conservation Corps and other 
Centre County CCC history. 

The restoration team also includes long-time general contractor 
Veronesi Building and Remodeling, Inc., in State College; subcontract 
team Mid-State Roofing and Coating, Inc., in Belleville; and painting 
contractor Homewrights Construction, LLC., in State College. Hon-
eybee investigation in the mansion’s eaves, with an eye to relocating 
these beneficial insects, will be done by Andrew Jones of Tug Hollow 
Honey in Huntingdon. 

Since 1978, when the Mansion was bequeathed to the Historical 
Society by David B. Garver, much has been done to preserve, restore, 
and enhance the ironmaster’s home, its grounds, and the Centre Fur-
nace stack site. The current Board of Governors, CCHS volunteers, 
members and supporters stand on the shoulders of our predecessors 
who devoted years of effort to preserving these community treasures 
at the gateway to State College and Penn State. The two sites stand 
as testament to the two most important economic and developmental 
advancements in Centre County history: the 18th century origins of 
the iron-making industry and the 19th century founding of the Penn-
sylvania State University. The Mansion proper has been visited and 
enjoyed by tens of thousands of visitors and school-age youngsters 
over the last forty years. As the restoration project finishes up this 
summer, we look forward to hosting thousands more. 

CCHS members and friends are invited to stop by, park in the lot 
off Porter Road, and take a look (from a safe distance) at the scaffolding 
and construction currently underway. Please contact Mary Sorensen at 
msorensen@centrefurnace.org or 814-234-4779 for more information.

Restoration, At Long Last
Continued from cover article

Above: Centre Furnace Mansion today. 
Below: Original 1830s shingles on the Mansion roof 

enclosed in the attic with the addition of the ell in 1846.

This project is being made possible in 
part through a grant provided by the 

Centre County Board of 
Commissioners and Happy Valley 

Adventure Bureau. 

Mr. Thomas L. Smith 
in memory of Carolyn Clinefelter Smith

Capt. David L. Grove
Mrs. Joan Brower

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Pyle
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gentry

Mr. & Mrs. Blake Gall

Mrs. Anne Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Ferguson

Mr. & Mrs. George Henning
Mrs. Beverly Hickey

Mr. Chris Hickey
Ms. L. Sue Kellerman

Mr. & Mrs. George Moellenbrock
Drs. Graham and Sandra Spanier

Mr. & Mrs. Phineas Tuthill Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hazelton

Mrs. Jackie Melander
Mr. & Mrs. Benson Lichtig

Mr. James DeTuerk
Mr. Maynard Kohler

Mrs. Deborah McManus
Mr. & Mrs. H. Louis Moore

Dr. Karl Moyer
Ms. Nancy Parks

Mr. Robert Schmalz
Mrs. Gloria Rogers

Ms. Jean Slear
Mr. & Mrs. James Sorensen

Anonymous Donor
Mrs. Shannon Wright

Thank you to the leadership gift donors:

Mr. & Mrs. Galen Dreibelbis
Mrs. Rosalie Bloom Brooks

Katie O’Toole and Gary Gray
Col. & Mrs. Vincent Tedesco

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Stout
Mr. Charles Bennett

Mr. Bill Jaffe
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kalin

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Livingston

Anonymous
Mr. Ford Risley

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Schempf
Mr. Ralph Seeley

Ms. Josephine Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Songer, II
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred H. Taylor, Jr.

Dr. Roger Williams and Ms. Karen Magnuson
Mr. & Mrs. Cal Zimmerman

Professional services contributed by 
Alan Popovich-APArchitects, Bill Marcum-Martech Associates Inc., Sunbelt Rentals
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Membership

New Members
 
Janice & Bill Donahue
Carolyn Anderson
Patricia Antolosky
William & Deborah Asbury
Anonymous
Clarence & Darlene Bachmann
Charlie & Don Bainbridge
Donald & Barbara Barney
Richard Barrickman
Diane Bartram
Stephen Browne
O. Richard & Christine Bundy
Marilyn & Gary Byers

Ted & Carla Conklin
Joseph Cortazzo
Bob & Adrienne Darrah
Nancy & Dave DeWalle
Janet & John Dillon
Joann Dornich
Terry & Janice Engelder
Dorie Evensen
Renate Ferree
Vicki Fong & Greg Grieco
Linda Francis
Charlene Friedman
Dale & Melissa Fritts
Elizabeth Galbreath
Louis & Judy Geschwindner
David & Diane Gustine

Donald Hahn
Elizabeth Hanley
Sue Hannegan
Samuel & Janice Hawbaker
Dennis Heitzmann
Ken Hickman
Kathleen & Sam Hume
Mary Hunter
Rebecca Inlow
Alfred & Avis Jones
Caryl Kehoe
R. Tom & Ginny Kline
Kay Kustanbauter
Manning Latimer
George & Annie  Lesieutre
Helen Love

Lester McClellan
Ralph & Carol Mumma
Anonymous
Robert & Ann Pangborn
Henry & Sara Parks
Paula Ralph & Jay Maynard
Bernard & Joanne Rogers
Alberto Romero
Gerald & Norma Jean Ross
Sally Schaadt
Janell Schaak
Donald & Donna Schoenly
William & Carol Sharpe
Robert & Julianne Sills
Louis Silverman & 
     Veronica Samborsky

David & Kay Sperandio
Sally Tucker
Bob & Susan Urion
Anonymous
Robert & Meredith Veronesi
Marty Warner
Mary Watson
Steven & Nancy Weinreb
Richard Wesley
Linda Wilson
Norma Yerkey
Patricia Zarkower

Renewing 
Members
 
Ellis & Lynne Abramson
Kent & Mary Addis
Joyce Adgate
Jill Aller & Robert DeVoss
Betty Arnold
Gert & Jean Aron
Roger Balmer & Kathy Johnson
Cheri Banks
Hubert Barnes
Keith Barry
Richard & Ann Barton
Henrietta Baylor
Kirk Behrer
David Bell
Mary Lou Bennett
R. Thomas & Paulette Berner
Michael & Deborah Bezilla
Sven & Carmen Bilén
Frederick Bisbee
Anita Genger & Eric Boeldt
Ned & Inga Book
Ian Boswell
Bryce & Betsy Boyer
Scott & Gisela Bresler
Gloria Briggs
Dennis & Jane Brown
Charles Brown, Jr.
Richard Bryant
Tannis Bugaj
Edward Buss
Pam & Chris Calkins
V. Star Campbell
Jim & Ellen Campbell
Mike & Katherine Canich
Robert Carline
Richard Carlson
Curt & Stacie Chandler
Nancy Chiswick
Monty & Connie Christiansen
Joyce & Roy Christini
Annie Copeland
Lee & Joan Coraor
Anne Cornell & Tom Houseknecht
John & Barbara Coyle
Philip Crabtree
Robyn Cushman
Thomas Daubert & Nancy Crane
Anonymous
Edward DeBrasky
Rich DiMarcello
John & Connie DiNunzio

David & Tina Dix
Becky Dreese
Patrick & Joy Drohan
Vicky Droll
Marti & Joan Duff
Mary Dunn
Mary Dupuis
Mary Eagleton
Nancy Easton
Michele & Walter Ebaugh
Shari Edelson & Scott Dennison
Jodi Eisenhooth
Roger Eisinger
Margaret Ekdahl
Diane & Jim Farr
Jacob Fehl
Melanie Fink
Barry & Pat Fisher
Heather Fleck
Thomas Foley
Ellen Foster
John & Lurene Frantz
Jeff Frazier
Ron & Susan Friedman
Linda & Blake Gall
Ed Galus
Eleanor Gardner
Roger Geiger
Joseph & Nan Geise
Luther Gette
David Glossner
Amos & Casey Goodall
Dennis Gouran
Carol & Lee Gouty
Arthur & Stephanie Gover
Mary Alice Graetzer
John & Carol Graham
Joseph Griffin
Innocenzio & Barbara Grignano
Anonymous
Carl Hacker
Cynthia Hall
Falene & Gordon Hamilton
Marian Hammond
Melissa Hancock
Ernie & Dora Harpster
Irene & Kenneth Harpster
Mary & George Harrigan
Peggy & William Hartman
Daniel & Suzie Hawbaker
Connie & William Hayes
Karen Hazel
Robert & Janice Hazelton
Louise Heberling
Sally Heffentreyer
Richard Held

Evonne Henninger
Steven & Sara Herb
Lynn & Julianne Herman
Chris Hickey
Beverly Hickey
Anne Hoag
Mrs. Susan Hochreiter
Patricia & Winand Hock
Deryck Holdsworth & Sue Friedman
Chad & Lisa Homan
Elwood Homan
Lamartine & Emeline Hood
Catherine & Dave Horner
C. Thomas Horner
Justin Houser
Judy Heberling & Michael Husband
Mary Ellen & T. Randall Iles
Jerry Jackson
Nancy & Allen Jacobson
Lynn Jaffe
Emilie Jansma
Ellen & Albert Jarrett
George & Ann Johnstone
Laird Jones
William & Barbara Jones
Barbara Jordan
Allen Joslyn
Sally & Richard Kalin
Linda Kao
Jeanne & Warren Kearns
Joe Keiser
L. Suzanne Kellerman
Bruce Kendall & Caroline Ruwitch
Larry & Patricia Kenney
Lisa Kerns
Charles & Betty Scott
Walter King
Berton Kisner, Jr.
Pam & Norman Knaub
Thomas & Pheobe Knepley
Keith Koch
Dan Kottlowski
Anonymous
Harry Kropp & Ed Legutko
June Krumrine 
Robert Langton
Kirk & Sandy Larter
Douglas Leathers
Christine & Benson Lichtig
Waneta Lingenfelter
Beverly & John Lipski
Helen Manfull
Elizabeth Manlove
Cathy & Richard Manning
Matthew Maris
Alice & William Markle

Linda Marshall
Ken Martin
Albert & Sharon Matyasovsky
Susan & Louis Mayer
Stanley P. Mayers
Pamela McCloskey
Harold McFerren
Diane & Robert McLaughlin
Deb McManus
John & Jodi Mentzell
Jo Merrell & Floyd Todd
Ruth & Jonathan Merritt
Anne & John Messner
Deborah Meszaros
Karen Miller
Karen & Gary Miller
Phillip Miller
Anonymous
Marla Moon
Janyce & Hugh Mose
Gary & Judith Moyer
Jane Munson
Patricia & John Mutzeck
Michael Nead
Gloria Nieweg
Nancy Noll
Mary Margaret & John Nousek
Fran Nuhfer
Julianne Ohashi
Mary Osborn
Hari Osofsky & Joshua Gitelson
Kathleen O’Toole & Gary Gray
Shirley Palermo
David Panko
Patrick Parsons & Susan Strohm
Marcia & Gary Perdew
Perkins Design Ltd.
Alan & Kris Popovich
Lynda & John Powell
Connie Randolph
Deborah Raykovitz
William Reiber & Kathy Flannery
Wesley & Carol Reitz
Beth Richards Kalenak
Heather Ricker-Gilbert & 
     Harvey Gilbert
Ruth Rishel
Ford & Mary Risley
Dorothy Risley
Rick Rogers
Anne Rohrbach
Carla Roser-Jones
Lynn & Daniel Royse
Kay & Ernie Salvino
Philip Sauerlender
Vinnie & Paul Scanlon

Donna & Rick Schutz
Wayne & Michele Sebastianelli
Jane Sheeder
Melissa Sherbondy
Vaughn & Kathryn Shirk
Kathleen & Carl Sillman
Dolores & Art Rose
David & Susan Siphron
Fritz Smith
Josephine Smith
Graham & Sandra Spanier
Jackson Spielvogel
Dan & Melinda Stearns
Paul & Joanne Steindorf
Sandra & Ronald Stelts
Nancy Stover
Jacqueline & Robert Struble
Elizabeth Sweetow
Margie & Doug Swoboda
Dolores Taricani
Ann Taylor & Marty Gutowski
Betsy & Ted Taylor
Suzann & Vincent Tedesco
Thomas & Paige Randolph
Carolyn & Guy Thompson
Barbara Thwaites
Mark & Anne Toniatti
Stephen & Joan Turns
John & Barbara Vandenbergh
Pat & Betsy Vernon
Barbara & Don Vinson
Linda & William Wallace
Steve Walton
Sally & Paul Wangsness
Linda & Steve Weaver
E.K. Weitzel
Molly & Walter Wells
Harry West
Linda Westrick
Steve & Connie Wheeler
David Whiteman & Connie Kossan
Susan Wiedemer
Doyle & Ronald Wilkerson
Roger Williams & 
     Karen Magnuson
Roselee Williams
Terry & Pat Williams
Deborah Williard
Paula & Greg Wilson
Linda & David Witmer
Shannon Wright
Scott & Glenda Yocum
Diane & Craig Zabel
Renee & Greg Ziegler
Pamela & Cal Zimmerman
Jim Zubler

Our many thanks to 73 new and 276 renewing members for swelling our ranks this year. As of April 26, our total mem-
bership stands at 442—349 annual and 93 life members. The growth in membership is already nine percent more 
than the 406 members in 2020, and there are still months to go to make our goal of 500 members. Thank you for your 

dedication and generous support to CCHS!





Life Members
 
Caran Aikens
Anne Anderson
Mimi Barash Coppersmith
Marie Bednar
Estelle & Chuck Bennett
Joanne Bennett
Jutta Boswell
Jeffrey M. Bower, Esq.
Virginia Brickwedde
Rosalie Brooks
Joan Brower
Gwen Bunnell
Bob & Joan Conrad
Candy & Bob Dannaker
Jim DeTuerk
Elizabeth & John Dutton
Joelle & Fred Ferguson

Jean Forster
Patricia Fox
Martha Gallagher
Steven & Carol Gentry
Sam & Judy Glasgow
Bob Gruver
Lee Gruver
Marilyn Haugh
Candace and Phil Hawk
Nancy Heggenstaller
George & Sue Henning
Ben & Mary Sue Henszey
Maryellen Hill
Betsey & Stacey Howell
William Jaffe
Barb Kasales
Betty Kaulfuss
Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. Kaulfuss
Chloe & Brian Kissinger

John Kissinger & 
     Katherine McAndrews
Maynard Kohler
Mary Louise Krumrine
Eileen Leibowitz
Felicia Lewis
Jane Linsky
Janice & Steven Livingston
Harry Long
Ellen & Robert Malcom
Robert Markle
Nancy & Archie McDonnell
Jackie Melander
Barbara Miller
David Miller
Jane & Lou Moore
Karl Moyer 
Patricia & Bill Moyer
Deanna Nardozzo
Nancy & Harold O’Connor

Nancy Parks
Dick Pencek
Jeanne & Richard Porter
Anne Pyle
Anne Henszey-Pyle & 
     Kenneth Pyle
William Pyle
Donna Queeney
Beth & Dennis Ricker
Anne Riley
Gloria Rogers
Carol & Pete Schempf
Russell & Jeanne Schleiden
Robert Schmalz
Ralph Seeley
Jean Slear
Barbara Smith
Thomas Smith
Charlotte Smith
Darlene & Stan Smith

Susan & Ronald Smith
Jan & Roger Snyder
Mina & Jerry Sommerville-
     Thompson
Thomas & Sara Songer
Sandra & James Sorensen
Leon & Dee Stout
John & Christy Thompson
Mary Linn & Everett Tiffany
Louise Tukey
Marjorie & Phineas Tuthill
Mrs. Alexander Wallau, III
Bonnie Walter
Jeanne Weber
Marjorie & Alan Weisel
Colleen Williams
J.W. Wilson
John Woodcock

In Memoriam 
Remembering Friends
Diane Kerly

Cultural and natural history are intertwined in most 
ways with every aspect of a community and its people. 
Long-time member of CCHS, Diane understood that and 
was an ardent supporter and active with a multitude of 
non-profit organizations in Centre County including her 
service to the Hamer Foundation. Her gentle spirit of 
giving will be felt in Centre County for years to come.

Nancy Shedd
A local historian and impassioned educator, Nancy 

cared deeply about preserving the history of Huntingdon 
County as the Huntingdon County Historical Society 
executive director from 1989 to 2004 and volunteered 
for many years more.  She also served on the board and 
committees of the Pennsylvania Federation of Museums 
and Historical Organizations (now PA Museums.) Nancy 
will be remembered as a collaborator at our sister histori-
cal society in Huntingdon.

John Eastlake
An educator, historian and avid hiker, John was al-

ways at the ready to share his knowledge. With his Bach-
elors in Agriculture-Forestry from Penn State in 1959, 
John went on to work for the Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
after 39 years, a 
career that surely 
benefited both. John 
frequently did talks 
about the Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
at the Legacy Day 
at Poe Valley Camp 
and was a valuable 
committee member 
for that event.

Thank You

Donations
Received 2/01/2021 - 4/25/2021

Stocking Stuffer Sponsorship
Mimi Barash Coppersmith

Donations to CCHS: 
Ann Barton
Sherrie Borden
Ron Coder
Andrew Cole
Mary Eagleton
Richard Heffner
Chad Homan
Mark Pishak
Anonymous – in memory of John & Jane Ziegler

2020 Annual Fund
Alan & Kris Popovich
Jan Villastrigo

Donation of wish list items
Ian Boswell – cordless drill

Interns and Student Volunteers

Communications Chair Lee Stout and Ford Risley 
have a vision to create a digital Centre County 
Encyclopedia of History and Culture. The Com-

mittee has been busy over the past year working on and 
soliciting entries for what will become the new Centre 
County Encyclopedia of History and Culture. Web de-
sign and development are currently in the works, but 
we do not want to give too much away yet! This online 
encyclopedia will be a separate section on our evolving 
CentreHistory.org website.

Cheers and many thanks to Penn State Students who 
have participated in research and writing articles for the 
Encyclopedia:

• Grey Rochon, Junior in the Schreyer Honors College, 
B.A. Psychology, B.A. Sociology and B.A. History.

• Arielle (Ari) Lim, Senior, B.A. Labor and Employ-
ment Relations, B.A. History, Medieval European

John Eastlake speaking at the 2017 
CCC Legacy Day.
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Your membership in the CCHS also makes the preservation possible for the Centre Furnace 
Mansion, Boogersburg School, and countless other explorations of our shared history and 
heritage – places that help us “get away” without even having to leave Centre County.

As we continue to schedule an engaging series of programs and events, we invite 
you to reconnect with the past and help preserve the beauty of the present through your 
membership. Your support means everything.

As our thanks to you for partnering with us on our mission to discover, explore, pre-
serve, and interpret Centre County history, your membership benefits in CCHS include: 

• 10% off CCHS publications (Don’t forget to mention that you are a member when 
purchasing books in our Museum Store. If purchasing books through our website, 
enter MEMBERS10 at the checkout.)

• Lending privileges that allow you to check out books from the CCHS research library 
• Mansion Notes Newsletter
• Advanced notification of upcoming programs via email

Join or renew at https://centre-county-historical-society.square.site , fill out this 
form and send to CCHS, 1001 E. College Ave., State College, PA 16801 or simply call 
us at 814-234-4779.  The annual membership period is January through December.

       Individual        $35
       Family       $50
       Friend      $100
       Patron     $250
       Benefactor     $500
       Steward   $1000
       Ironmaster    $1500
       Additional Gift      $_________

Membership
New members welcome anytime.

Name

Address

Phone

Email(s)

New Member Renewal

I wish to help cut down on mailing costs and help the environment.  Please send my newsletters via e-mail! 
I would like my membership / donation to remain anonymous. 


